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Mission of the Hon. William C. Conner Inn of Court
The mission of the Hon. William C. Conner Inn of Court is to promote excellence in 
professionalism, ethics, civility, and legal skills for judges, lawyers, academicians, and 
students of law and to advance the education of the members of the Inn, the members of 
the bench and bar, and the public in the fields of intellectual property law.



In Memoriam 
Janice Conner

J anice Files Conner was born September 2, 1922, 
in Itasca, Texas to Janie and Sidney Files. Her 

identical twin sister Joyce arrived seven minutes 
later, leading to a life of gently teasing her sister for 
never being on time. Jan was a brilliant and dedi-
cated student, graduating Summa cum Laude from 
the University of Texas before earning a Masters in 
Dietetics at Johns Hopkins University. While they 
were students, she met Bill at University Presbyte-
rian Church where he was struck by her beauty, cu-
linary talents and thrift. Dad loved to recount how 
Mom prepared a weekly feast at the church for 100 
students on a budget of just $15. She continued 
this “loaves and fishes” miracle for years at what-
ever church she attended, creating gourmet meals 
for entire congregations on a regular basis. 
 As Bill prepared to go to war in the Pacific, he 
discovered that military spouses were eligible for 

housing sti-
pends and per-
suaded Mom to 
fly cross-coun-
try to marry 
him days be-
fore he shipped 
out, forego-
ing a wedding 
with family and 
friends. Dad de-
clared Jan the 
“greatest wife a 

man could ever have” recognizing that she made 
his “Lucky Life,” as a distinguished Federal Judge 
and father, possible. Their blissful union spanned 
more than 66 years, mostly as residents of Dobbs 
Ferry, NY, next door to Irvington where her twin 
settled, creating everlasting confusion amongst the 
locals. Jan was the most wonderful, clever Mom 
ever, keeping us entertained with projects ranging 
from taffy pulls, ice cream churning and costume 
creation, to jam making scavenger hunts and deco-
rating the house for holidays. Mom was renowned 
for her selflessness and altruism. Her innumerable 
projects and volunteer work were accomplished 
solely for the glory of God. Along with her reputed 
success for handling prayer requests from friends 
she earned her nickname “Saint Jan.”
 In 2009 after her darling Bill died, Mom moved 
back to Austin where she could keep closer tabs 
on her beloved Longhorns. In 2010, she established 
the William C. Conner chair of Intellectual Property 
at the University of Texas School of Law. 
 The world is a better place because of Jan. She 
“slipped the surly bonds of earth” on September 
12, 2011. Her remains will be inurned alongside 
Bill’s at Arlington National Cemetery and a memo-
rial service will be scheduled for Spring 2012 when 
the bluebonnets bloom. We have no doubt she’s 
part of why UT is having a better football season. 

Obituary reprinted with permission from the 
Austin American-Statesman 

published on October 1, 2011.

Janice Conner, wife of Hon. William C. Conner, passed away on 
September 12, 2011. She was a special guest and friendly face 
at Judge Conner’s side for many intellectual property gather-
ings, including the Inaugural Conner Inn Dinner in 2009. Her 
family placed this article in the Austin American-Statesman.



The following is an excerpt from “My Lucky Life” written by Judge Conner.

A t Aunt Sister’s suggestion, I began attending 
Sunday School at the University Presbyterian 

Church, in a group known as the Century Class, because 
it included a hundred or more UT students.  The spon-
sor of the class was Walter Long, a graduate of UT Law 
School who was Managing Director of the Austin Cham-
ber of Commerce and a long-time friend of Aunt Sister’s, 
but the teacher was DeWitt Reddick, who was head of the 
UT Journalism Department. He was enormously popular 
with the students and his weekly talks were a great source 
of inspiration. Indeed, as I wrote him later, I believe my 
participation in his classes was as important a part of my 
education as any of the college courses I took. Since I 
could not afford to join a fraternity, virtually my entire 
social life revolved around the Century Class. I had my 
first college date with one of the girls in the class, Sara 
Files, a Home Economics student from Itasca, TX. But 
I soon learned that she was not really interested in any 
serious relationship with me but had her heart set on Stu-
art Currie, a student in the Divinity School, whose father 
was head of the Austin Theological Seminary. Sara offered 
me a consolation prize when she told me that her two 
younger twin sisters, Joyce and Janice, were transferring 
to UT from Texas State College for Women in Denton the 
following year, and I was eager to meet them. I recall that 
when Sara introduced them to me in the hallway outside 
the room where the Century Class met, my first impres-
sion was that they were not as pretty as Sara. But they 
were equally intelligent and sweet and the longer I knew 
them, the more beautiful they looked. I dated Joyce first, 
because Janice seemed to be attracted to Sam Jaeckel, 
whose father was a professor in the Theological Seminary. 
But I soon learned that Joyce was more interested in Jimmy 
Fox, a drama student from Waxahachie whom she had met 

earlier when they represented their respective high schools 
in a tennis tournament. I dropped out of the competition 
for a while, though I still saw all of them frequently at the 
Century Class. Janice ran the meals which were served at 
each of the Sunday evening meetings of the Class, feed-
ing 100 people for as little as 15 cents each, and I often 
used my professional dishwashing experience in helping 
clean up afterward. I figured that if Janice was sufficiently 
capable and industrious and frugal to work her miracle of 
loaves and fishes, she would make an excellent wife. Janice 
began to show less interest in Jaeckel (an interest I could 
never understand anyway because he was short, had a 
large hook nose and a hideous complexion) and I began to 
concentrate my romantic attentions on her, even though 
she continued to date several other students. On several 
occasions, she invited me up to Itasca to spend holidays 
with her family. Her father Sidney Files was the General 
Manager of the Itasca weaving mill--the only industry 
in that town of 1,700 people. Her mother Janie was a 
truly wonderful woman, small but very attractive, and a 
model mother--in addition to raising a large and wonderful 
family, she had been a scout leader and taught Sunday 
School classes. I looked on her as the mother I had lost, 
and she soon 
decided (without 
telling me) that 
I was the son-
in-law she’d like 
to have. Indeed, 
her son John 
once said that 
if Janice hadn’t 
married me, she 
would have!

A Love Story



Program
 

Cocktail Reception  •  6:00 p.m. 

Dinner  •  7:00 p.m.
 

Welcome
Anthony Giaccio

 

Remarks
 Hon. Richard Linn

United States Court of Appeals, Federal Circuit

Conner Inn Excellence Awards

Presentation by 
Hon. Richard Linn • U.S. Court of Appeals, Federal Circuit

to

Hon. Pauline Newman
 Circuit Judge, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit 

and 
Presentations by 

Hon. Barbara S. Jones • U.S. District Court, Southern District of New York
and 

Hon. Roslynn R. Mauskopf • U.S. District Court, Eastern District of New York
to

Hon. Carol Bagley Amon
Chief Judge, U.S. District Court, Eastern District of New York 

and

Hon. Kimba M. Wood
Senior District Judge, U.S. District Court, Southern District of New York 

Dinner Committee Chairperson  •  Jeffrey M. Butler 
Commemorative Journal Chairperson  •  Jeffrey M. Butler

 



Message from Conner Inn 
Executive Committee Chair

W elcome to the 4th Annual Reception and Dinner of the Hon. William C. Conner Inn 
of Court.  We are joined this evening here at the Union League Club of New York by 

many honored guests, including distinguished members of the bench and bar.  
 This evening, we will be presenting Conner Inn Excellence Awards to Judge Pauline 
Newman, Chief Judge Carol Bagley Amon and Senior Judge Kimba Wood for their dedication 
to the promotion of excellence in our profession.  We hope you enjoy reviewing the contents 
of this commemorative journal, including biographies of our award recipients and an article 
written by Melvin Garner that highlights the many excellent programs that were presented by 
judges, senior lawyers, junior lawyers and law student members of the Conner Inn during its 
third year of substantive IP programs.  We had a great year last year and are looking forward to 
another great year this year due to the enthusiasm of our membership to continue to build on 
Judge Conner’s legacy of excellence and professionalism.  
 Congratulations to Judge Linn!  In November 2011, Judge Richard Linn received the 
American Inns of Court’s highest award, the A. Sherman Christensen Award, for distinguished, 
exceptional and significant leadership to the American Inns of Court movement.  We are very 
glad to see that Judge Linn’s leadership and commitment have been recognized by the Ameri-
can Inns of Court national organization.  
 We were saddened to learn that Mrs. Conner passed away in Austin, Texas, in Septem-
ber 2011.  An In Memoriam is provided herein as a small reminder of how generous Judge 
Conner and Mrs. Conner were in sharing their time and talents with us on both a professional 
and personal level.  In memory of Mrs. Conner, the Inn made a donation to Hospice Austin.  
 As chair of the Executive Committee, I would like to thank Judge Barbara Jones and 
Judge Colleen McMahon for their leadership and service as President and Counselor, respec-
tively, of the Conner Inn; the other members of the Executive Committee (Melvin Garner, 
John Lane and Thomas Meloro) for their commitment; Jeffrey Butler for coordinating this 
event and putting together this commemorative journal; Judge Richard Linn and the Linn Inn 
Alliance of now sixteen other intellectual-property-focused Inns of Court around the country 
for their vision and leadership; and each of you for your enthusiastic support of the Conner Inn 
and its mission to promote professionalism, legal skills, ethics and civility in the practice of 
intellectual property law which Judge Conner exemplified.  
        By Anthony Giaccio
        Executive Committee Chair



The Conner Inn Leadership 
Officers and Executive Committee
 
Officers
 
             President  Hon. Barbara S. Jones
                                     Southern District of New York
 
             Counselor  Hon. Colleen McMahon
    Southern District of New York
 
             Secretary/Treasurer Anthony Giaccio
 
Executive Committee
 
             Chair   Anthony Giaccio
             Members  Melvin Garner
    John Lane
    Thomas Meloro
  

Judicial Members of the Inn
 
 Hon. Loretta A. Preska, Chief Judge, Southern District of New York
 Hon. Richard M. Berman, Southern District of New York
 Hon. Barbara S. Jones, Southern District of New York
 Hon. Roslynn R. Mauskopf, Eastern District of New York
 Hon. Colleen McMahon, Southern District of New York
 Hon. John C. Lifland (Ret.), District of New Jersey 
 Hon. Joan M. Azrack, Magistrate Judge, Eastern District of New York
 Hon. Mark Fox, Magistrate Judge (Ret.), Southern District of New York
 

Visiting Judicial Members of the Inn
 
             Hon. Timothy B. Dyk, Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit
             Hon. Richard Linn, Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit
             Hon. Pauline Newman, Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit
             Hon. Paul R. Michel, Chief Judge (Ret.), Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit



Hon. William C. Conner Inn 
Activities for the Year 2010-2011

by Melvin C. Garner

T he Conner Inn began its third year of operation with a meeting held on September 23, 2010. The 
meeting featured Edward Manzo of Cook Alex Ltd of Chicago. Ed put on a program in the form 

of a game show about claim construction. The audience was divided into teams and earned points by 
answering claim construction questions. After the game there was a panel discussion led by Judge 
Roslynn Mauskopf of the Eastern District of New York.

At the October 26, 2010, meeting William McCabe of Ropes & Gray, Kevin Ecker of Philips 
IP, Steven Gustavson of Goodwin Procter, Etan Chatlynne of Hughes Hubbard & Reed and Richard 
Katz of Gibbons PC put on a program of vignettes on witness preparation. In the vignettes the witness 
was a senior IP counsel for a company in the hypothetical case of Smallco v. Big Purple Computer 
Corp. The testimony centered on an “on sale” bar. The presentation concluded with brief trial testimony 
by the witnesses. The discussion following the vignettes focused on ethical issues in preparing fact 
witnesses for trial.

The Conner Inn joined with the McInerney Inn on December 8, 2010 for a holiday reception 
at the India House. In addition to good food and conversation, the attendees were treated to remarks 
on Abraham Lincoln delivered by the Hon. P. Kevin Castel of the Southern District of New York. 

On January 18, 2011, the Conner Inn held its Annual Reception and Dinner at the Union 
League Club. At the dinner the Inn honored Judge Dennis Jacobs, Chief Judge of the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Second Circuit, with the Conner Inn Excellence Award. Further, special remarks were 
made by Judge Richard Linn of the Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit.

As a change of pace the Inn’s February 24, 2011 meeting consisted of a mock preliminary 
injunction hearing in a trade dress infringement case under Section 43(a) of the Lanham Act. The trade 
dress was a red stripe on dust pans and brushes, as well as a door stop. Participating on behalf of the 
trade dress owner was Melvin Garner of Leason Ellis LLP and Kimberly McGraw of McGraw Patent 
Law Group. Opposing them were Jeffrey Butler of Jones Day and Steven Gustavson of Goodwin 
Procter. Judge Richard Berman of the Southern District of New York presided.

Mock preliminary injunction hearing in a trade dress infringement case under Section 43(a) of the Lanham Act. – February 24, 2011



A special meeting was held on March 22, 2011 at New York University Law School. The topic 
was “Who Really Invented the Telephone?” The program began with a mock trial on inventorship 
between Alexander Graham Bell and Elisha Gray before the Hon. Pauline Newman of the Court 
of Appeals for the Federal Circuit. Representing the parties were Dorothy Auth of Cadwalader, the 
late Ron Clayton of Fitzpatrick, James Hanft of Kane Kessler, Joe Loy of Kirkland & Ellis and John 
Moehringer of Cadwalader. Acting as moderator and a witness were Anthony Giaccio of Kenyon 
& Kenyon (Chair of the Executive Committee of the Inn) and John Lane of Cowan Liebowitz, a 
member of the Inn Executive Committee. Playing the role of Alexander Graham Bell, the featured 
speaker in a discussion after the mock trial was Ed Grosvenor, Editor in Chief of American Heritage 
Magazine who is a great grandson of Alexander Graham Bell. 

A copyright program involving mock closing arguments in the hypothetical case Orphan 
Copyright Owners v. Goliath Book Publisher was presented at the April 13, 2011 meeting. The jury 
was made up of eight high school students from the Inner City Scholarship Fund of the Archdioceses 
of New York. Representing the parties were Robert Baechtold of Fitzpatrick Cella, Eugene Chang 

Special Guests: Eight high school students from the Inner City Scholarship Fund of the Archdiocese of New York
A copyright program involving mock closing arguments in the hypothetical case 

Orphan Copyright Owners v. Goliath Book Publisher  – April 13, 2011

helv italis



of Willkie Farr & Gallagher, Paul Garrity of Sheppard Mullin, AnnMarie Hassett of Goodwin Procter, 
Jonathan Moskin of Foley & Lardner and Joseph Sherinsky of Orrick. Judge Barbara Jones delivered 
the jury instructions. The jury deliberations were broadcast to the members in the court room. Following 
the deliberations there was a panel discussion that included the participants in the argument, the Hon. 
Roslynn Mauskopf of the Eastern District of New York and Anthony Giaccio. 

The May 26, 2011 meeting of the Inn was an oral argument of a Rule 12(b)(6) motion to 
dismiss the suit Linn Inn v. RIPLA, which concerned Judge Linn’s Objectively Reckless Habanera 
and Jalapeno Hot Sauces. The scenario for the case was that a label for the hot sauces was created by 
Judge Linn’s law clerk and the hot sauces were made by Gourmet Mikes for the clerk. With the clerk’s 
permission the Linn Inn purchased additional bottles and distributed them without charge. Using 
deceptive means the Rouge IPLA obtained 1,000 bottles and began selling them without permission. 
The Linn Inn received trademark and copyright assignments from the clerk and initiated the suit. The 

Oral argument of a Rule 12(b)(6) motion to 
dismiss the suit Linn Inn v. RIPLA, 

which concerned Judge Linn’s Objectively Reckless 
Habanera and Jalapeno Hot Sauces  – May 26, 2011



case was presented to Judge Barbara Jones. Representing the Linn Inn were Noel Humphreys of 
Connell Foley, Anne Li of Kenyon & Kenyon and Angela Ni of Paul Hastings. Representing RIPLA 
were James Dabney of Fried Frank, Michael Sanders of Kenyon & Kenyon and Leslie Spencer of 
Ropes and Gray. The panel discussion that followed the argument included a presentation by Martin 
Nagel of the Office of Special Enforcement of the Office of the Mayor of New York.

The final meeting of the year was an Open Courthouse program held on July 21, 2011. Inn 
members and summer associates from their firms were invited to sit in on trials throughout the day. 
Presentations were made by Ruby J. Krajick, Clerk of the Court for the Southern District of New 
York, and members of her staff discussing the court’s Electronic Filing System, Attorney Admission 
Requirements and Rules Concerning Bringing Things into the Courthouse and concluded with a 
tour of the 500 Pearl Street Courthouse. Hon. Barbara S. Jones, Chief Judge Loretta A. Preska and 
Anthony Giaccio provided welcoming remarks.

Inn members and summer associates from their firms were invited to sit in on trials throughout the day. 
Presentations were made by Ruby J. Krajick, Clerk of the Court for the Southern District of New York, 

and members of her staff discussing the court’s Electronic Filing System, Attorney Admission Requirements 
and Rules Concerning Bringing Things into the Courthouse  - July 21, 2011

Mentoring Program for Student and Associate Members - February 10, 2011



Remembering Hon. William C. Conner
This display case can be found at the US Southern District Court House at 500 Pearl Street, NYC

Enlargements of two letters on display are on the following pages

The late Hon. William C. Conner being honored at the Inn’s 
Inaugural Reception and Dinner in 2009 by the Chair of the 

Inn’s Executive Committee, Anthony Giaccio
 

Anthony Giaccio, Chair of the Inn’s Executive Committee, present-
ing yellow roses to former Texan, the late Mrs. Janice Conner at 
the Inn’s Inaugural Reception and Dinner in 2009, while another 
former Texan, the late Hon. William C. Conner, looks on

Chief Judge Dennis Jacobs and the late 
Hon. William C. Conner at the Inn’s Inaugural 

Reception and Dinner in 2009







Hon. Pauline Newman

Circuit Judge
United States Court of Appeals
for the Federal Circuit

J udge Pauline Newman was nominated to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Cir-
cuit by President Reagan on January 30, 1984, and assumed the duties of such office on 

May 7, 1984. 

She received a B.A. degree from Vassar College in 1947, an M.A. degree in Pure Science 
from Columbia University in 1948, and a Ph.D. in Chemistry from Yale University in 1952. 
She received an L.L.B. degree from New York University School of Law in 1958.

Judge Newman was the Director of Patent, Trademark and Licensing at FMC Corporation 
at the time of her appointment to the bench. She also served as patent attorney and house 
counsel of FMC Corporation and as a research scientist at American Cyanamid Company. 
She worked for the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization as a 
science policy specialist in the Department of Natural Resources.

Judge Newman has served as an officer and director of several bar and scientific organiza-
tions. She has also served on several public advisory committees, including the Advisory 
Committee to the Domestic Policy Review of Industrial Innovation and the State Depart-
ment Advisory Committee on International Intellectual Property. She was Special Adviser 
to the United States Delegation to the Diplomatic Conference on the Revision of the Paris 
Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property.



J udge Carol Bagley Amon was nominated to the United States District Court for the East-
ern District of New York by President George H.W. Bush on May 18, 1990. She received 

commission on August 7, 1990, and has served as Chief Judge since April 5, 2011.

She received a B.S. degree from the College of William and Mary in 1968 and a J.D. degree 
from the University of Virginia School of Law in 1971.

Judge Amon served as a staff attorney at Communications Satellite Corporation in Washing-
ton, D.C. from 1971 to 1973. The following year, she was a trial attorney for the Narcotics 
Task Force of the U.S. Department of Justice. She served as Assistant U.S. Attorney for the 
Eastern District of New York from 1974 to 1986; chief of frauds from 1978 to 1980; chief 
of general crimes from 1981 to 1982; and senior litigation counsel from 1984 to 1986. From 
1986 to 1990, she served as a U.S. Magistrate Judge for the U.S. District Court, Eastern 
District of New York.

Judge Amon was a member of the Judicial Committee on Codes of Conduct from 1993 to 
2001 and chair from 1998 to 2001. She also served as an advisor to the American Bar As-
sociation Joint Commission to Evaluate the Model Code of Judicial Conduct and President 
of the Federal Bar Council Inn of Court from 2007 to 2008.

Hon. Carol Bagley Amon

Chief Judge
United States District Court 
 for the Eastern District of New York



J udge Kimba M. Wood was nominated to the United States District Court for the Southern 
District of New York by President Ronald Reagan on December 18, 1987. She was 

sworn in on July 28, 1988. She served as Chief Judge from 2006-2009.

Born in Port Townsend, Washington, she received a B.A. degree from Connecticut College, 
an M.Sc. degree from London School of Economics, and a J.D. degree from Harvard School 
of Law.

Judge Wood was an attorney at Steptoe & Johnson in Washington, D.C. from 1969 to 1970. 
She became an attorney for the Office of Economic Opportunity (Office of Legal Services) 
in 1970. From 1971 until her confirmation to the bench, she worked at LeBoeuf, Lamb, 
Leiby & MacRae in New York. 

Senior District Judge
United States District Court 
 for the Southern District of New York

Hon. Kimba M. Wood



Honored Guests

SPECIAL GUESTS OF HONOR

Hon. Pauline Newman, Circuit Judge
United States Court of Appeals, Federal Circuit

Hon. Carol Bagley Amon, Chief Judge
United States District Court, Eastern District of New York

Hon. Kimba M. Wood, Senior District Judge
United States District Court, Southern District of New York

UNITED STATES COURTS OF APPEALS

 Federal Circuit
Hon. Richard Linn, Circuit Judge

Hon. Pauline Newman, Circuit Judge
Hon. Jimmi V. Reyna, Circuit Judge
Hon. Evan J. Wallach, Circuit Judge

Second Circuit
Hon. John M. Walker, Jr., Senior Circuit Judge

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURTS 

Southern District of New York
Hon. Loretta A. Preska, Chief Judge

Hon. Miriam Goldman Cedarbaum, Senior District Judge
Hon. John F. Keenan, Senior District Judge
Hon. Louis L. Stanton, Senior District Judge
Hon. Kimba M. Wood, Senior District Judge

Hon. Deborah A. Batts, District Judge
Hon. Barbara S. Jones, District Judge
Hon. John G. Koeltl, District Judge

Hon. William H. Pauley, District Judge

Continued



Eastern District of New York
Hon. Carol Bagley Amon, Chief Judge

Hon. Raymond J. Dearie, Senior District Judge
Hon. Edward R. Korman, Senior District Judge

Hon. Thomas C. Platt, Senior District Judge
Hon. Brian M. Cogan, District Judge

Hon. Nicholas G. Garaufis, District Judge
Hon. Dora L. Irizarry, District Judge

Hon. Kiyo A. Matsumoto, District Judge
Hon. Roslynn R. Mauskopf, District Judge

Hon. Allyne R. Ross, District Judge
Hon. Joanna Seybert, District Judge

Hon. Sandra L. Townes, District Judge
Hon. Steven M. Gold, Chief Magistrate Judge

Hon. Joan M. Azrack, Magistrate Judge
Hon. Lois Bloom, Magistrate Judge

Hon. Robert M. Levy, Magistrate Judge
Hon. Arlene R. Lindsay, Magistrate Judge
Hon. Cheryl L. Pollak, Magistrate Judge

Hon. Ramon E. Reyes, Jr., Magistrate Judge
Hon. A. Kathleen Tomlinson, Magistrate Judge

UNITED STATES COURT EXECUTIVES AND CLERKS
Court of Appeals, Second Circuit

Karen Greve Milton, Circuit Executive

United States District Court, Southern District of New York
Ruby J. Krajick, Clerk of the Court

Edward Friedland, District Executive

United States District Court, Eastern District of New York
Douglas C. Palmer, Clerk of Court

CONNER INN PARTICIPATING LAW SCHOOLS
Prof. Rochelle Dreyfuss, New York University School of Law

Prof. Hugh Hansen, Fordham University School of Law
Prof. Katherine J. Strandburg, New York University School of Law

Prof. Joan Wexler, Brooklyn Law School

GUEST
 Kelvin Gentles  •  Inner-City Scholarship Fund



American Inn of Court in Chi-
cago, IL, and a visiting member 
of the Honorable William C. 
Conner American Inn of Court 
in New York, New York. His vi-
sion and guidance have led to 
the formation and continued 
success of 12 American Inns 
of Court in the last five years 
and to the innovative Linn Inn 
Alliance, which connects the 
now 16 intellectual property 
Inns nationwide. Judge Linn’s 
present goal is “20 by 2012”, 
and discussions are underway 
with groups in several cities to 

achieve that goal.
 Judge Linn holds an undergraduate de-
gree from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
and a JD from Georgetown University Law 
Center. President Bill Clinton appointed him 
to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal 
Circuit on September 28, 1999. He was one of 
the founding board of governors of the Vir-
ginia State Bar Section on Patent, Trademark, 
and Copyright Law and recently played a key 
role in the first U.S.-Canadian Patent Law 
Symposium. A former adjunct professor and 
professorial lecturer at The George Washing-
ton University Law School, Judge Linn has 
served on its intellectual property advisory 
board and been honored with awards from 
the American Bar Association and the in-
tellectual property law associations of New 
York, New Jersey, and Austin, Texas.

 Reprinted with permission from the American Inns 
of Court website: http://www.innsofcourt.org

Judge Richard Linn Receives 
2011 American Inns of Court 

A. Sherman Christensen Award

J udge Richard Linn of the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 

the Federal Circuit, was cho-
sen to receive the prestigious 
American Inns of Court 2011 
A. Sherman Christensen Award. 
Dean Deanell Reece Tacha of 
Pepperdine University School 
of Law, presented the award 
at the annual American Inns 
of Court Celebration of Excel-
lence, hosted by Justice Sonia 
Sotomayor, at the Supreme 
Court of the United States on 
November 5, 2011.
 Given in the name of the 
founder of the first American Inn of Court, 
this award is bestowed upon a member of 
the American Inns of Court who has pro-
vided distinguished, exceptional, and sig-
nificant leadership to the American Inns of 
Court movement. The recipient exemplifies 
the qualities of leadership and commitment 
displayed by Judge A. Sherman Christensen. 
In addition to the award’s namesake, previ-
ous award winners have included Chief Jus-
tice Warren Burger, Judge Patrick E. Higgin-
botham of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Fifth Circuit, Justice Randy J. Holland of the 
Supreme Court of Delaware, and last year’s 
recipient, Judge Chris W. Altenbernd of the 
Florida Second District Court of Appeal.
 Since 2000, Judge Linn has been a circuit 
judge in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fed-
eral Circuit. He is past president of the Giles 
S. Rich American Inn of Court in Washington, 
DC, a member of the eponymous Richard Linn 



Ronald A. Clayton, a loyal and dedicated member of the Hon. 
William C. Conner Inn of Court, passed away peacefully on 
July 14, 2011. Ron was a Founding Member of the Inn, and 
he expertly argued several of the Inn’s cases before judicial 
members of the Inn including Judge Newman and Magistrate 
Judge Fox (Ret.). Ron was a member of the Inn since its 
inception in 2008. 
For 39 years, Ron practiced law with Fitzpatrick, Cella, 
Harper & Scinto, where he was Chair of that firm’s Copyrights 
Practice Group. His broad experience in representing clients 

in District Court and Appellate Court proceedings, as well as inter partes proceedings 
at the USPTO, allowed him to offer astute litigation insights to the Inn, which he 
did readily and frequently. Ron devoted much time and effort to many of the Inn’s 
programs, and his contributions were always sought and always greatly appreciated. 

In memory of Ronald A. Clayton, the Inn made a donation to the Mercy Learning 
Center, Bridgeport, Connecticut, which provides basic literacy and life skills training 
to low-income women. 

In Memoriam
Ronald A. Clayton

T he American Inns of Courts has set up a tiered Achiev-
ing Excellence program based on the successes of an 

Inn’s activities. The levels recognize mastering of five core 
competencies of Inn management: Administration, Commu-
nications, Programs, Mentoring, and Outreach Activities.

The Hon. William C. Conner Inn of Court is proud to receive 
a Silver Achieving Excellence Award for our activities dur-
ing the 2010-2011 membership year.

Hon. William C. Conner Inn of Court 
Achieves American Inns of Court 

Silver Achieving Excellence Award 



Conner Inn Annual Reception and Dinner 2011

Jeffrey Butler, Judge Colleen McMahon, Judge Richard Linn, Judith Jacobs, Chief Judge Dennis Jacobs, Judge Barbara Jones, 
Anthony Giaccio, Melvin Garner, Prof. Katherine Strandburg, Thomas Meloro

Chief Judge Paul Michel (Ret.), 
Chief Judge Dennis Jacobs, Judith Jacobs

Chief Judge Paul Michel (Ret.), Brooke Michel, Judge Barbara Jones, 
Anthony Giaccio, Judge Richard Linn, Patti Linn

 Judge Richard Linn, Patti Linn

Judge Colleen McMahon, Chief Judge Dennis Jacobs, 
Judge Barbara Jones

Judge Raymond Dearie, Chief Judge Loretta Preska, 
Chief Judge Paul Michel (Ret.)

 Judge Richard Linn, Jeffrey Butler



Judge Richard Linn

Melvin Garner, John Lane, Judge Barbara Jones, Judge Colleen McMahon, Anthony Giaccio
Anthony Giaccio

John Johnson, Anthony Giaccio, Judge Richard Linn Jeffrey Butler, Chief Judge Paul Michel (Ret.) Christopher Hughes, Chief Judge Dennis Jacobs

Chief Judge Dennis Jacobs John Lane, Anthony Giaccio, Mark Abate, Judge Richard Linn, 
Patti Linn, Jeffrey Butler, Robert Baechtold

Conner Inn Annual Dinner Committee 
Chairperson Jeffrey M. Butler 

making some remarks



Linn Inn Alliance
Distinguished Service Medals Presentations

Reception Sponsored by The Conner Inn

Presentations by Judge Richard Linn

Recipient – Anthony Giaccio Recipient – Vern Schooley

Recipient – Frank Porcelli Recipient – Olivia Luk Recipient – Judge Timothy Dyk





THE LINN INN ALLIANCE OF IP-FOCUSED INNS OF COURT

Giles S. Rich American Inn of Court, Washington, DC

John C. Lifland American Inn of Court, New Brunswick, NJ 

San Francisco Bay Area IP American Inn of Court, Silicon Valley, CA

Benjamin Franklin American Inn of Court, Philadelphia, PA

Richard Linn American Inn of Court, Chicago, IL

Judge Paul R. Michel Intellectual Property American Inn of Court, Los Angeles, CA 

Hon. William C. Conner Inn of Court, New York, NY

Boston Intellectual Property American Inn of Court, Boston, MA

Seattle Intellectual Property American Inn of Court, Seattle, WA

Atlanta Intellectual Property American Inn of Court, Atlanta, GA

Austin IP American Inn of Court, Austin, TX

Intellectual Property and Innovation American Inn of Court, Albany, NY

Colorado Intellectual Property American Inn of Court, Denver, CO

Honorable Barbara M. G. Lynn American Inn of Court, Dallas, TX

Pauline Newman IP American Inn of Court, Alexandria, VA

Thomas Jefferson Intellectual Property American Inn of Court, Richmond, VA

Congratulations to
The Conner Inn of Court

and Honorees

Honorable Pauline Newman

Honorable Carol Bagley Amon

Honorable Kimba M. Wood
v  v  v  v  v



New York University School of Law
is proud to join the Conner Inn of Court
in honoring our distinguished alumnus

 
Hon. Pauline Newman ’58

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit
 

as well as
 

Hon. Carol Bagley Amon
U.S. District Court, Eastern District of New York

and 
Hon. Kimba M. Wood

U.S. District Court, Southern District of New York
 

for their exemplary leadership and 
dedication to the profession.

   
JANUARY 17, 2012



We are proud to support the 
Conner Inn of Court, and join in 
honoring the Honorable Pauline 
Newman, the Honorable Chief 
Judge Carol Bagley Amon, and 
the Honorable Kimba M. Wood for 
their contributions and dedication 
to legal professionalism.

Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft LLP
www.cadwalader.com 
 
New York   London   Charlotte   Washington  
Houston   Beijing   Hong Kong   Brussels



COOPER  &  DUNHAM  LLP 
IS PLEASED TO HONOR 

 
HONORABLE PAULINE NEWMAN 

United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit 

 
HONORABLE CHIEF JUDGE CAROL BAGLEY AMON 

United States District Court, Eastern District of New York 

 
HONORABLE KIMBA M. WOOD 

United States District Court, Southern District of New York 

 
on the occasion of the annual dinner 

of 

 
THE HONORABLE WILLIAM C. CONNER INN OF COURT 

 
January 17, 2012 

 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 

New York, NY  10012  
212-278-0400 

www.cooperdunham.com 



 

 
 

Desmarais LLP joins the 
Conner Inn of Court in applauding  

 
The Honorable Pauline Newman 

 

The Honorable Carol Bagley Amon 
 

The Honorable Kimba M. Wood 
 

January 17, 2012 
 
 
 

 
230 Park Avenue New York, New York 10169 • 212-351-3400 • www.desmaraisllp.com 

 



fr.com
800-818-5070

Fish celebrates 
the Honorable Pauline Newman
United States Court of Appeals 
for the Federal Circuit,

the Honorable Chief Judge Carol Bagley Amon
United States District Court, 
Eastern District of New York, and

the Honorable Kimba M. Wood
United States District Court, 
Southern District of New York.

601 Lexington Avenue - 52nd Floor
New York, NY 10022





Fried Frank is proud to support the

CONNER INN OF COURT
and joins in congratulating this year’s honorees

Honorable Pauline Newman
Honorable Carol Bagley Amon and

Honorable Kimba M. Wood

 Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson LLP  |  friedfrank.com

New York | Washington DC | London | Paris | Frankfurt | Hong Kong | Shanghai



Hogan Lovells proudly joins The Honorable 
William C. Conner Inn of Court in celebrating:
The Honorable Pauline Newman
The Honorable Chief Judge Carol Bagley Amon 
The Honorable Kimba M. Wood

Hogan Lovells US LLP | 875 Third Avenue | New York, NY 10022 | +1 212 918 3000

Hogan Lovells proudly joins The Honorable 
William C. Conner Inn of Court in celebrating:
The Honorable Pauline Newman
The Honorable Chief Judge Carol Bagley Amon 
The Honorable Kimba M. Wood

Hogan Lovells US LLP | 875 Third Avenue | New York, NY 10022 | +1 212 918 3000



New York Office
425 Park Avenue

New York, NY 10022-3598 
(212) 836-8000

www.kayescholer.com

Conner Inn of Court

January 17, 2012

Chicago   Frankfurt   London   Los Angeles New York Palo Alto   Shanghai   Washington, DC   West Palm Beach

Kaye Scholer refers to Kaye Scholer LLP and its affiliates operating in various jurisdictions.

The Honorable Pauline Newman

Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit

celebrates

The Honorable Carol Bagley Amon

Chief Judge, District Court for the Eastern District of New York

The Honorable Kimba M. Wood

District Court for the Southern District of New York

and



joins in honoring

Th e Honorable

Pauline Newman
Circuit Judge

United States Court of Appeals
for the Federal Circuit

Th e Honorable

Carol Bagley Amon
Chief Judge

United States District Court
Eastern District of New York

Th e Honorable

Kimba M. Wood
District Judge

United States District Court
Southern District of New York

for their dedication to the promotion of excellence in our profession.

Conner Inn of Court
January 17, 2012



Los Angeles    New York    Chicago    Nashville    Washington, DC    Beijing    www.loeb.com

345 Park Avenue  �  New York, NY 10154  �  212.407.4000

LOEB & LOEB 
is proud to support the

Hon. William C. Conner Inn of Court  

and joins in honoring

Hon. Pauline Newman 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit

Hon. Chief Judge Carol Bagley Amon 
U.S. District Court, Eastern District of New York

and

Hon. Kimba M. Wood 
U.S. District Court, Southern District of New York



Honors
The Honorable Pauline Newman

Circuit Judge

United States Court of Appeals

for the Federal Circuit

w
The Honorable Carol Bagley Amon

Chief Judge

United States District Court

Eastern District of New York

w
The Honorable Kimba M. Wood

District Judge

United States District Court

Southern District of New York

w

Conner Inn of Court
January 17, 2012

M A Y E R w B R O W N



Celebrates

The Honorable Pauline Newman
Circuit Judge

United States Court of Appeals 
for the Federal Circuit

The Honorable Carol Bagley Amon
Chief Judge

United States District Court 
Eastern District of New York

The Honorable Kimba M. Wood
District Judge

United States District Court 
Southern District of New York

Conner Inn of Court
January 17, 2012

Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy LLP

Beijing    Frankfurt    Hong Kong    London    Los Angeles    Munich
New York    São Paulo    Singapore    Tokyo    Washington, DC

www.milbank.com



is proud to support

The Honorable William C. Conner
American Inn of Court

honoring

Honorable Pauline Newman

Honorable Chief Judge 
Carol Bagley Amon

Honorable Kimba M. Wood

www.paulweiss.com

N E W  Y O R K |   B E I J I N G | H O N G  K O N G |   L O N D O N | T O K Y O | T O R O N T O | W A S H I N G T O N ,  D C | W I L M I N G T O N

January 17, 2012

The Honorable William C. Conner
Inn of Court



ROPES & GRAY SALUTES

THE HONORABLE PAULINE NEWMAN
UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE FEDERAL CIRCUIT

THE HONORABLE CHIEF JUDGE
CAROL BAGLEY AMON

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT, EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

THE HONORABLE KIMBA M.WOOD
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT, SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

CONNER INN OF COURT

JANUARY 17, 2012



Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP

Congratulates

The Honorable Pauline Newman
Circuit Judge, United States Court of Appeals  
for the Federal Circuit

The Honorable Carol Bagley Amon
Chief Judge, United States District Court,  
Eastern District of New York

The Honorable Kimba M. Wood
District Judge, United States District Court,  
Southern District of New York

Conner Inn of Court 
January 17, 2012

NEW YORK

BEIJING

HONG KONG

HOUSTON

LONDON

LOS ANGELES

PALO ALTO

SÃO PAULO

TOKYO

WASHINGTON, D.C.

WWW.SIMPSONTHACHER.COM



Skadden

Congratulates

The Hon. Pauline Newman
United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit

The Hon. Carol Bagley Amon
United States District Court for the Eastern District of New York

The Hon. Kimba M. Wood
United States District Court for the Southern District of New York

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

Beijing | Boston | Brussels | Chicago | Frankfurt | Hong Kong | Houston | London

Los Angeles | Moscow | Munich | New York | Palo Alto | Paris | São Paulo | Shanghai

Singapore | Sydney | Tokyo | Toronto | Vienna | Washington, D.C. | Wilmington



 

  
 
 

 

 
 

Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP 

Is Proud to Support 

The Honorable William C. Conner Inn of Court 
and to Recognize the Significant Contributions of its 

2012 Honorees 

The Honorable Pauline Newman 
Circuit Judge 

United States Court of Appeals 
for the Federal Circuit 

The Honorable Carol Bagley Amon 
Chief Judge 

U.S. District Court 
Eastern District of New York 

The Honorable Kimba M. Wood 
District Judge 

United States District Court 
Southern District of New York 

 
 

weil.com Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP 






